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Registration of Steam Boilers

A steam boiler is a closed vessel in which steam is generated under pressure greater
than atmospheric pressure. The diagram below indicates the working principle of a typical
steam boiler.

Under the Boilers and Pressure Vessels Ordinance, Cap. 56, the owner™ of a steam
boiler shall, not less than 30 days preceding the day on which it is intended to be used,
apply to the Boilers and Pressure Vessels Division of the Labour Department for registration.
Before a steam boiler is put into use, it shall be examined by a boiler inspector and a
Certificate of Fitness has been issued by him in accordance with Cap. 56. In addition, an
appropriate class of competent person must be on-site to supervise its operation. In general,
home-made steam boilers fabricated by local makers may not be able to comply with the
relevant statutory requirements.

Failure to comply with the aforesaid statutory requirements in operating a steam boiler
is dangerous and may result in loss of lives and properties. Moreover, the owner shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable to a fine of $50,000.

Pressure gauge shows
reading greater than zero

\ Stop valve or outlet

/ pipe opening too small

For enquiry, please contact:-

Boilers and Pressure Vessels Division
Labour Department

Unit 01-02

20/F, Millennium City 6 | Steam
392 Kwun Tong Road, Kwun Tong iy

Kowloon

|« Container

Tel : 3107 3458 Fax: 2517 6853
E-mail : bpvd@Ilabour.gov.hk
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Heat Supply

Working Principle of a Steam Boiler

Remarks: * Owner includes any person who is in possession of the boiler under an agreement of hire
purchase or under a contract between a supplier of boilers, or the agent of any such supplier, and such
person for the sale of the boiler, notwithstanding that the property in the boiler has not passed to such
person. Where the owner of a boiler cannot be found or ascertained or is absent from Hong Kong or is
under disability, this includes the agent of the owner.

: Occupational Safety and Health Branch
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