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Work Safety Alert
Workers Injured in an Underground Sewage Facility

1. Date of Accident : November 2021
2. Place of Accident :  An underground sewage facility
3. Summary :

Four workers conducting drainage pipe maintenance were collapsed,
resulting in one death and three injured.

4. Work Safety Alert for Contractors/Proprietors/Employers :

Workers working inside an underground sewage facility may be exposed to
various risks relating to confined space work.
Contractors/proprietors/employers  undertaking  drainage work at
underground sewage facility should follow the Factories and Industrial
Undertakings (Confined Spaces) Regulation®, Code of Practice for Safety
and Health at Work in Confined Spaces®, and relevant safety and health
guidelines, to ensure the safety and health of workers while working inside
the confined space.
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DISCLAIMER

This Work Safety Alert (“the Alert”) is issued at the earliest possible opportunity after a serious accident with
a view to drawing the attention of interested parties to the general safety precautionary measures necessary
to protect people engaging in similar work activities. The material contained in the Alert constitutes general
guidance only. It does not reduce, limit, or replace, any legal obligations upon any person to comply with
any statutory duties under relevant legislation. Users such as Managers and Supervisors should make their
own evaluation of the information contained in the Alert to determine if it can be applied to their own
situations and practices. The Labour Department does NOT accept any responsibilities for any loss or damage
resulting from the use of or failure to use of the information on the Alert.

Note: The material contained in the Alert is not exhaustive, and will be supplemented/ adjusted where

necessary if more relevant information comes to light.
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https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap59AE!en?INDEX_CS=N
https://www.elegislation.gov.hk/hk/cap59AE!en?INDEX_CS=N
https://www.labour.gov.hk/eng/public/os/B/space.pdf
https://www.labour.gov.hk/eng/public/os/B/space.pdf

